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OVERVIEW & KEY CONTRIBUTIONS

O With the introduction and formation of the Right to Information Act (RTI) in
July 2006, Alok Kumar has been using RTI in many Government
Departments including Police Department, Public Distribution System,
Implementation of U.P. Apartment Act 2010 for protection of apartment
owners & homebuyers rights and also for the VIP Security, VIP Movements
and Child abuse.

O He has filed a PIL in Allahabad High Court to protect the rights of apartment
owners and their association for timely formation of AOA by adoption of
Model Bye-laws, Submission of Deed of Declaration and to obtain
Completion Certificate by Promoters/Developers/Builders in Ghaziabad for

ffective enforcement of U.P. Apartment Act 2010 .
FEDACA

Website: www.fedaoagzb.com May 20, 2015




OVERVIEW & KEY CONTRIBUTIONS

O In accordance with the section 48 of U.P. Apartment Act 2010 and in the
best interest of apartment owners of Ghaziabad, he has taken an initiative to
form the Federation of Association of Apartment Owners, Ghaziabad to
facilitate the amicable resolution of disputes within the framework of U.P.
Apartment Act 2010 and to avoid any legal crisis because in past no
Federation of Apartment Owners was existed in the vicinity of Ghaziabad
district.

O The U.P. Apartment Act, 2010 and the U.P. Apartment Rules, 2011 provides
for a complete code for regulating the rights, duties. and liabilities and for
resolving the issues and disputes between the promoters and the apartment
Owners.

Recently in May, 2015 , Ghaziabad based social activist Alok Kumar has filed PIL

seeking directions for the U.P state government to enact and implement the law/act
for safe installation, operation & maintenance and licensing of lift & elevators in the

high-rise apartments for safety of residents. On hearing the PIL, Chief Justice of High
FED AOA Court has directed the principal secretary to apprise the court for any existing policy
for lift in U.P.
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He has used RTI to fight for
Ghaziabad & speed up bureaucracy.

FED AOA

Alok Kumar
People’s leader

Over the years, governance in Ghaziabad
has improved drastically. The 28 newly
opened public service centres are now
providing 28 services online making life
a lot easier. One of the many reasons
behind this change is RTI activist Alok
Kumar. He has dedicated his life to the
city and its people, and for no personal
benefit.

When his hands join yours, Ghaziabad will

truly rise!
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AyaskantDas | TN

Noida: A year after the Uttar
Pradesh government laid
down rules for developers and
authorities under the UP
Apartment Act, 2010, which
contains provisions meant for
welfare of owners of housing
units in residential societies, a
petition has been filed by an In-
dirapuram residentin the Alla-
habad high court to ensure its
strict implementation.
“Despiterules laid down by
thestategovernment under the
Act, they arenot beingfollowed
by developers and the Ghazia-
bad Development Authority”
said Alck Kumar, the petition-
er, resident of a housing socie-
ty in Indirapuram. “In several
instances, purchasers of fiats
are not given the amenities
promised to them at the time of
signing of the agreement with
the developer;” added Kumanr
The PIlL. has urged upon the

OF iNDIA, NEW UELHI

GDA, develpers flouting
Ul Aparttient Act: P11

court to ensure that developers
submit the mandatory 16-point
“form of declaration™ as con-
tained within the ruales, which
specifies all amenities to be
made available to the purchas-
er of a housing unit. The pet-
itioner has also prayed for the
court to declare all buildings
having four or more apart-
mentsasundertheambitof Ut-
tar Pradesh Apartment (Pro-
motion of Construction,
Ovwmership and Maintenance)
Rules, 2011, irrespective of the
date of construction of the
building.

The rules had been notified
by the state government of Ut-
tar Pradesh in November 2011.
Counsel for the petitioner, Su-
dipto Paul, said, “Properimple-
mentation of the rules would
ensure that arbitrary changes
are not effected to the plans of
any praject without the con-
sent of the aunthorities and the
RWAS,"" added Paul.
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 Court orders stay on go]f
course work in Ghaziabad

Ayaskant Das | Tnn

Ghaziabad: Ghaziabad De-
velopment Authority (GDA)
has been ordered by the Alla-
habad high court to maintain
status quo in relation to plans
for converting a ‘city forest’
area into a golf course. GDA
has been told to halt work in
forestareas marked as ‘SaiUp-
van’ and ‘Kanha Upvan’ in its
Master Plan 2021 after a pet-
ition was filed by residents of
an upscale society in Indirap-
uram.

GDA has already floated
an “expression of interest”
and invited companies for
consultation services and
management of a nine-hole
golf course on 32.5 hectares in
the forest area known as Sai
Upvan.

The PIL, filed in the last
week of September, has asked
for ‘restoration’ of the forest-
,in addition to a time-bound
action plan fordevelopment of
the city’s infrastructure.

“Thousands of trees in Sai

Sai Upvan in Ghaziabad

Upvandied aslowdeathovera
period of two years becauseof
sewage overflowing and en-
tering the forest area,” said
Alok Kumar, the petitioner,
wholives in Indirapuram. “In-
stead of upgrading its sewer-
age system and restoring
green cover, the authorities,
in violation of the master
plan, have decided to build a
golf course,” headded.

The decision for the golf
course had been taken by GDA
and the Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation in a meeting in
June.. According to the terms
of reference, all proceeds

from profitslikely to be gener-
ated after completion of devel-
opmental work in the area are
to be shared by the corpora-
tion and GDA in a 60:40 ratio.
However, residents complain
that reduction in forest cover
atatimeof population growth
would be detrimental to the
city’s environment.

“The green lungs of the
city need to be protected.
Since there is a huge increase
in population in Ghaziabad
over thelastfew years, thereis
a greater need for increasing
notified forest areas,” said
Kumar.

It has also been alleged in
the petition that earlier the
GDA and themunicipal corpo-
ration had embarked upon a
group housing scheme in the
Sai Upvan area but it failed to
take off due to paucity of
funds. “The development au-
thority should respect the
sanctity of the master plan to
avoid haphazard growth as
ulitmately the residents
would suffer,” added Kumar.
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SHAZIABAD: Frequent VI move-
ments through the borders-of
Ghaziabad keep the district
police on their toes. Even as
the district police are facing
acute shortage of manpower,
over LOOO polks: personnel were
deploved during the first two
months of this year 10 ensure
that VIPs were escorted safely
out of the borders,

As many as 289 VIP moaove-
ments were withessed in these
two months, reveals an RTI
reply. According to the RTI]
reply by officials of Ghazinbad
police lines, on an average five
VIP movements were wit-
nessed each day in January
and February, Alok Kumar, an
Indirapuram resident, had filed
the RTL application.

To be precizss, 289 police
escort duties during the VIP?
movements required a deploy-
ment of 1,153 police personnel
for safe passagse: of the VIPs in
and st of the distriet boundar-
ies. The Ghariabad police have o

Frequent VIP movements

keep Gzb police on toes

A

= The Ghaziabad police have a strength of nearly 3,800 personnel to
man the district having around 486 lakh population.

present strength of neary 3,800
personnel to man the district
having a population of around
46 lakh.

Senior superintendent of
police Nitin Thiwari clarified that
poiice escort personncl woere
deployed out of the armed police
force available ot the Ghucsiabad
police lines and no resources
and personnel were used from
loeal police stations during these
movements.

SAKIB ALIHT

However, some police offi-
cials have a different view,
“Sometimes, personnel and
vehicles from local police sta-
tions are also pushed into
services during the VIP move-
ments."” «uid a senior officer,
requesting anonymity, “In cases
where escort vehicles are not
availuble, vehicles from local
palive stations are also deployed
and assigned tasks to escort the
VIPs" the officer added.
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Power to péople

A recent Allahabad HC order has made registration of flat owners’
groups easier, ensuring better protection of homebuyers’ rights

other AQAS i group housing
Drrjev—s
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HC order prompts civic body to
remove illegal hoardings in Gzb

CRACKDOWN Corporation removes 150 lllegal banners and 76 hoardings in two days

GHAZIABAD: In a massive crack-
down, the Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation (GMC) hasremoved
150 illegal hoardings and other
publicity materials from differ-
ent areas in the past two days.

The move came after the
Allahabad High Court, while
hearing a plea, came dowr heav-
ily on the civic body.

Tuesday onwards, officials of
the corporation removed around
150 unauthorised banners and 76
hoardings from different loca-
tions. Many such hoardings also

covered road signage, causing

inconvenience to motorists.

“The entire exercise was
video-graphed. The drive will
continue in other zones and a
due reply will be filed before the
court,” municipal commissioner
RK Singh said.

Last week, a bench of the
Allahabad high court came down
heavily on the corporation and
asked it to file a report about the
steps taken toremove such unau-
thorised hoardings, banmersand
other publicity material across
the city. The order came after a

= At present, the corporation has given the advert%smg rights to a private firm which is entrusted to put up

publlcaty material along the roads.

PIL (public interest litigation)
‘was filed by Indirapuram resi-
dent Alok Kumar.

In his petition, Kumar had
sought the court’s intervention
for removal of nnauthorised
hoardings, posters, banners
and advertisements from all
highways in the city and take
appropriate action against
installers.

At present, the corporation has

given the advertising rightstoa
private firm which is entrusted
to put up publicity material along
the roads.

The corporation has also
awarded contracts for advertis-
ing on central verges of major
roads on build-operate-and-
transfer basis.

Barlier in June, the corpora-
tion had cleared a proposal for
an advertising policy whére it

SAKIB ALl / HT PHOTO

was decided that contractsunder
various corporation zones would
be put on tender instead of allot-
ment of advertising rights to a
single agency.

However, at a board meeting
held recently, the officials stated
that the newly proposed advertis-
ing policy had been challenged

in the high court due to non-

framing of rules reguired under
the policy

T
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PleainHC against diversion
of community land in Gzb

Residents’ Body Slams GDA For Focus On Profit Ventures

Ayaskant.Das@timesgroup.com

Ghaziabad: A public interest
litigation (PIL) has been filed
in the Allahabad High Court
by a Ghaziabad residents’
body seeking a ban on diver-
sion of land reserved for com-
munity facilities like play-
grounds for children,
particularly in Trans-Hindon
r?ashkelndmrapuram.

‘The PIL was filed by the
Federation of Assoeiation of
Apartmernt Owners of Gha-
ziabad on Friday In the pet-
ition, the residents have de-
manded that the high court
issue directions to the GDA
to immediately halt construc-
tion work under way in
the plots, earlier reserved for
community facilities, in Indi-
rapuram.

They have also demanded
development of social infras-
tructure facilities like com-

muity centres, colleges, play-
and

grounds,  hospitals

HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT: Residents want hospitals and playgrounds

‘libraries on sites reserved for

community facumes in Mas-
terPlan2021.

Moreover, the Federation
has sought a probe against of-
ficials of Ghaziabad Develop-
ment Authority (GDA) who
have facilitated unauthorized
conversion of land use in the
past, thereby leading to
shrinkage of publicplaces.

The petitioner has high-

lighted three specific cases,
which it claims to have found
out through RTI queries,
where land use of a number
of plots were arbitrarily
changed by the GDA in viola-
tion of the regional plan of the
NCR Planning Board and its
own Master Plan.

All the three instances of
arbitrary land-use change
havebeen cited from Indirapu-

ram where piots earmarked
for community facilities were
diverted to residential or resi-
dential-cum-commereial use.

In the PIL, the Federation
has alleged that GDA hasonly
been “emphasizing on devel-
oping profit-making ventures
viz. shopping malls, cineplex-
es, commercial and residen-
tial® apartments and has
shown total ignorance to-
wards developing social in-
frastructure and community
facilities viz. commumnity cen-
tres, children’s plavground,
govt. hospitals, schools, librar-
ies etc. which are necessary
for holistic development of
residents”™.

The petitioner has claimed
that the nearest plot now avail-
able for developing communi-
ty facilities is in Karpuri Pu-
ram Yojana area, located at
least 15 kilometers away from
the Trans-Hindon area, ac-
cordingto information shared
by the GDA last year:
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HC slams Gzb agenc1es on hoardmgs

Abhijay.Jha@timesgroup.com

Ghaziabad; Taking a serious view of the
illegal hoardings defacing the city, the Al-
lahabad high court on Friday lambasted
the civic authorities for “turning a blind
eve” to themenace. ¥

Thecourt directed officials of the Gha-
ziabad Nagar Nigam (GNN) and the dis-
trict magistrate to list the steps taken by
the civic body toremove the illegal hoard-
ings at the next hearing, scheduled for De-
cember 10.

The court also sought a response from
the civic bodies of Allahabad, Varanasi
and Kanpurontheissueof illegal banners
in those cities, taking cognizance of a plea
filed in September by asocial activist,

The Ghaziabad-based petitioner, Alok
Kumar, alleged that unauthorized ban-
ners, hoardings and posters, installed at
public places across the city, have been os-
tructing road signs and impeding traffic

" movement, leading toa higher risk ofroat

BLIGHTED VISION: A signboard on NH- 24 covered by posters

accidents.

When contacted, GNN cominissioner
RK Singh said that the civic body would
study the court's order carefully and then
present its case. He said the corporation
has prepared a complete Hst of legal
hoardings in the city as “it is important to
first make the distinction between them
and illegal hoardings”.

According to Singh, there are current-

ly 1,400 major hoardingspots in thecity for
which the corporation floats tenders ev-
ery two years,

“As per GNN 2002 guidelines, religious
orpolitical hoardingscannot becalled ille-
gal if displayed three days before an event
and removed within 24 of the completion
of the event," he said, adding that GNN
will shortly take action against all illegal

hoardings.
o0 0o
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sz activist files PIL for lift safety

Says High Time UP Had Guidelines Like Neighbours Delhi, Haryana

Ayaskant.Das@timesgroup.com

Ghaziabad: In the wake of
lift accidents in the city, a

(3haziabad-based social ac-
tivist has filed a PIL seeking
directions for the state gov-
ernment toformulateand im-
plement comprehensive reg-
wlations for safe installation,

maintenanceandlicensingof

liftsand elevators.

Petitioner Alok Kumar
Has sought formulation of
bylaws to ensure safety in
(haziabad, Noida and Grea-
ter Noida,

According to Kumar, the
- abgenceof a praper policy for

| maintenance and operation
' of 1ifts in Uttar Pradesh has
jeopardized thesafety of resi-
dents in the highrise apart-

" mentsinthestate,
The petition says that [/P

SAFE LIFYS: The PIL calls for requlations in it nstallatons and licgnsing

Umesh Kumar

PIL sought directions
for the state
government to
formulate and
implement
regulations for safe
installation,
maintenance and

does not have a clear policy ownguidelines.

pertaining to lifts, despite
neighbouring states of Delhi

“Major states like Delhi,
Haryana, Maharashtra, Ker-
and Haryana having their ala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,

licensing of lifts
Assam, West Bengal, efe have
separate legislation for regu-
latingthe installationand op-
eration of lifts in their re-
spective states, yet no public
policy, or subordinatelegisla-
tion has heen formulated to
governlifts and escalators in-
stalled in the state of U the
petition says,

Besides the state govern-
ment, the PIL also holds the
(Ghaziabad Development Au-

thority, Noida Authority and
Greater Noida Authority,
among others, responsible
for failing to ensure that lift
users in these cities are de-
void of risks,

The petitioner has high-
lighted that rapid develop-
ment inthe NCR has brought
about a considerable in-
crease in numbers of high-
I'ise residential and commer-
cial buildings. Development
authorities of Allahabad,
Kanpur and Lucknow have
been also held accountable
for formulating a lift Act in
the state,

The petitionerhasfurther
tlemanded that development
authorities be directed to en-
sure that all lifts installed in
bufldings comply with the
standards prescribéd in the
National Building Code.



